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First state agency recognized 


Salem and Bend repair shops 
earn SHARP honor 


rassroots effort, 
management support 

and employee ownership are 
credited for the ODOT 
Salem Repair Facility’s recent 
safety award. The Bend 
Repair Facility will receive the 
same award this month. 

About 30 Support Services 
employees attended the 
presentation of the Safety and 
Health Achievement 
Recognition Program 
certification by representatives 
from the Oregon Occupational 
Health and Safety Division. 

The program, known as 
SHARB, is sponsored by OR- 
OSHA to provide an incentive 
for Oregon employers to work with their employees 
to develop and implement effective Injury and Illness 
Prevention Plans. The Salem Repair Facility made 
that commitment 18 months ago, and thanks to the 
efforts of the Safety Committee and crew, reaped the 
rewards during the presentation. 


ODOT sets lead 


“ODOT is the first state agency to receive this 
recognition. It is a testament to the commitment to 
safety and the effectiveness of their grassroots effort,” 
said Bob Langager, Oregon Occupational Safety and 
Health Division consultant. 

Tom Luther, Support Services manager backed 
Langager’s statement, “To effectively manage safety, 
the employees have to own the program and make 
change. Having the safety committee in the work 
space, reminding folks of safety concerns continually, 
is what makes an effective program.” 

“The benefit of the program is that employees go 
home each evening in the same condition that they 
came to work in. That is the goal of the program,” 
said Luther. “Other benefits are reduced accidents, 
reduced time loss and reduced compensation claims. 
Those reductions mean savings to the public.” 

A little foresight went a long way when managers 


- started looking for ways to keep track of upcoming 


changes in safety regulations. 

“Gene Rushing, who was the branch safety 
manager at the time, pointed out that we needed 
some way to keep on top of all the new changes,” said 


Bob Langager of OR-OSHA (third from the right) presents the award to Dennis Bonnono, 
Bill Schleicher, Mike Baker, Mel Chaput, Larry Luckman and Kim Currey (left to right). 


Mel Chaput, Salem Repair Facility manager. “That is 
when we came upon the SHARP program.” 


Committed to safety 


The program starts with a study that includes an 
Injury and Illness Prevention Plan review and a rating 
of the plan’s effectiveness. Following the review, 
organizations can form a partnership with OR-OSHA 
to improve their prevention plan. 

Langager said that each OR-OSHA consultant 
performs about 70 consultations a year, but only a 
small number of organizations take advantage of OR- 
OSHA help. 

“The fact that these folks were willing to take the 
next step and implement changes speaks highly of 
ODOT’s commitment to safety,” said Langager. 

Chaput pointed out that the credit really belongs 
to the Safety Committee. 

“They are great safety advocates out on the floor, 
continually working to raise safety awareness 
throughout the shop. They drove these changes and 
deserve all the credit,” he said. 

Larry Luckman, Safety Committee chairman said, 
“The Safety Committee was successful because we 
were allowed to take ownership of the programs and 
solutions.” 

Luckman pointed out that folks in office 
environments need to learn about back health and 
ergonomics and recommends starting a safety 
committee. (Written by Robert Smith, Finance and Administration 
public information representative, 503/986-4334.) W 


Oregon Department 
of Transportation 


Ports of entry 
change hours 
and staffing 
levels 


M otor Carrier Transportation will 
reduce permit office hours and staff at 
five of the six ports of entry, including 
Ashland, Cascade Locks, Farewell Bend, 
Klamath Falls, Umatilla and Woodburn. 

“When fully implemented, the reductions 
will save taxpayers approximately $1 million 
a year,” said Gregg Dal Ponte, Motor Carrier 
Transportation manager. “We will also reduce 
branch staff by 20 full-time positions. We 
don’t anticipate layoffs. As many of those 
positions as possible will be eliminated 
through attrition, transfers and retirements.” 

Dal Ponte added some workloads and 
service levels may go through an adjustment, 
but everything possible will be done to ease 
the situation. 

On Nov. 1, 1998, permit issuance hours at 
the ports of entry will change from 6 a.m. - 
10 p.m. seven days a week to 6 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

The only exception will be the Farewell 
Bend Port of Entry near Ontario, which will 
operate as a 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week 
permit service center, providing permits over 
the counter, and by phone and fax. 

“The 24-hour permit center is a big 
addition to our customer service,” Dal Ponte 
said. 

Each port with a 6 a.m. - 6 p.m. permit 
schedule will eventually have one manager. 
Farewell Bend will retain two managers 
because of the large number of employees 
and round-the-clock operations schedule. 

“We believe this new arrangement will 
allow us to continue delivering great 
customer service to the trucking community, 
while also delivering the hard cash savings 
that our taxpayers demand,” Dal Ponte said. 
(Written by Mac McGowan, Motor Carrier 
Transportation public information 
representative, 503/986-3451.) W 


ODOT takes 
planning show 
on the road 


fall ODOT road show will feature one 
headliner and numerous supporting acts. 
The show primarily consists of public 

involvement and outreach activities for the Oregon 
Highway Plan. Two to seven public meetings are 
planned in each region during September and 
October. Supporting acts include a status report on 
the Oregon Transportation Plan, a revision of the 
Oregon Aviation Plan and basic information about 
the Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program. In some locations, events will include a 
review of local corridor plans. The regions also are 
scheduling presentations to transportation-related 
groups and associations. 


Highway plan headlines show 


The public meetings will feature a focused 
discussion of major Highway Plan issues. The 
Highway Plan establishes policy direction and 
investment strategies for the next 20 years. 

“The fall meetings will highlight investment 
strategies and parts of the plan that have changed 
significantly since extensive public review this 
spring,” said Carolyn Gassaway, Highway Plan 
manager. 

Gassaway said that major issues relate to 
funding priorities. The current draft presents four 
strategies: 

> Under current funding, manage and preserve 

existing infrastructure before adding new 
facilities. 

> With increased funding, reverse declining 

infrastructure conditions before adding new 
facilities. 

> When critical infrastructure preservation 

needs are met, develop high priority 
modernization projects. 

> With significant funding increases, develop 

feasible modernization projects, address 
long-term bridge needs and upgrade 
pavement to a cost-effective condition. 
(Continued on page 8 ) 


he goal of any inventor is to 

“build a better mousetrap.” 
Although he doesn’t know much 
about mousetraps, Brent Pierson, La 
Grande Construction team leader, 
does know about construction. His 
invention, an improved rock anchor 
system for rock and slope protection 
fences, won't catch many mice, but it 
will save Oregon taxpayers thousands 
of dollars and increase motorist 
safety. 

Rock protection fences are used 
throughout Oregon to keep rocks and 
debris from falling onto the highway. 
Both contractors and inspectors 
however, have problems with the 
anchors that are used to hold the 
fences in place. The anchors often fail after 
a short time and parts are difficult to get. 
At $85 per installation, they are expensive, 
too. 

When one of Pierson’s projects on 
Interstate 84 between Pendleton and 


Make contingency plans 


What if Year 2000 fixes fail? 


hink of yourself at work wearing a heavy 

sweater and filling out a form by hand 
under dim, generator-supplied light. In the 
Year 2000, not only will some computers think 
it’s 1900, but you may too. That’s because 
ODOT may need to rely on old-fashioned ways 
to provide some services if we can’t rely on all 
the computerized equipment and services so 
common in our high-tech world. 

ODOT?’s Y2K Office has developed a 
strategy to help ODOT business staff create 
contingency plans for top priority business 
functions. This will ensure that ODOT can 
provide priority services into the Year 2000. 

Curt Amo, the Y2K Infrastructure manager, 
said ODOT’s Y2K contingency plan strategy 
for business continuance takes a progressive 
approach. 

“We need to focus on the big picture — not 
just computers. The whole business supply 
chain is critical to our ability to deliver services 
to citizens,” said Amo. 

Branch and region managers are currently 
finalizing a list of their priority business 
functions. ODOT executive management will 
review the list to determine the direction for 
the overall Y2K project. According to Amo, this 
priority list will help determine mission critical 
business functions that must provide services 
through the first month following possible 
business disruption. Contingency plans for 
these critical functions must be in place by 
Jan. 1, 1999. 

Some of the agency’s services identified in 
the list of priority business functions are snow 
and ice removal, traffic services, driver license 
and vehicle inquiries by law enforcement, 
aeronautic search and rescue services, rail 
crossing safety, emergency maintenance and 
vendor payments. 

The Y2K contingency planning effort is 
being coordinated closely with ODOT’s 
Emergency Preparedness Plan. The 
coordinators identified to guide the emergency 


The new rock anchor system shown alongside plans for the old rock anchor 
system. The new system features parts available at most hardware stores 
and ts stronger and cheaper than the old system. 


La Grande faced a delay because of these 
problems, he knew there had to be a better 
system. He visited the local hardware store and 
bought a three-quarter by 5-inch shackle with a 
three-quarter pin and lock, a three-quarter inch 
variable threaded rod, and a three-quarter by 


A number of Y2K scenarios could 

disrupt services ODOT provides to 

others, or services provided to the 

department during the century 

date change. They could include: 

> Unexpected delays in 
correcting ODOT computers 
and embedded systems. 

> Failure of some Y2K fixes. 

> Y2K-induced power outages 
could mean there will be no 
lights, heat or computers 
working in your office. 

>» Computer interfaces 
(automated data exchanges) 
with other agencies may fail. 

> Business partners may be 
unable to deliver necessary 
services to ODOT. 


preparedness plan also will guide ODOT’s 
contingency planning effort. The Year 2000 
Project Office will provide contingency 
planning guidelines and workshops to help 
coordinators develop their plans. 

Amo recommends the following screening 
processes to determine business functions that 
may need back-up plans. 

> Determine the likelihood of supplies, 

equipment and/or services required to 
perform your critical business functions 
being unavailable. 

> Determine the impact of any supplies, 

equipment and/or services being 
unavailable. 

What do contingency plans mean to the 
average ODOT employee? Maybe nothing if 
there are no business disruptions in the Year 
2000. Or, it could mean working in a cold, 
badly lit office, with a pencil gripped in your 
hand. (Written by Tracey Ludvik, Y2K public 
information representative, 503/986-3205.) W 


3 inch eyebolt for $13. After 
assembling the parts, Pierson had a 
rock anchor system built with parts 
found in any hardware store, is less 
likely to fail and therefore reduces 
maintenance costs and increases 
motorist safety. At a cost of only $13, 
his invention saves taxpayers $72 per 
installation. 

Although Pierson hesitates to 
guess at statewide savings, his new 
rock anchor assembly has saved more 
than $8,000 on two rock fall 
protection projects in eastern 
Oregon, and he anticipates similar 
savings across the state. 

Because Pierson’s rock anchor is 
stronger, safer and cheaper than 
previous rock anchor designs, it is being 
incorporated as the statewide standard for 
rock anchor assemblies on rock and slope 
protection fences. (Written by Scott 
Fairley, Region 5 public information 
representative, 541/963-1330.) W 


Cable median 


cable median barrier system installed on 

Interstate 5 north of Salem prevented 
crossover incidents and costs less than other 
types of barriers. 

A recently completed study by ODOT’s 
Research Unit recommends that the cable 
median barrier system should be considered in 
other suitable locations statewide. 

A contractor placed the three-cable 
guardrail along nine miles of freeway in late 
1996. When hit, the system’s posts bend or 
break. This allows the cables to stretch and 
minimizes the impact on vehicle occupants. 

The study looked at information from 
installation through March of this year, 
according to Brett Sposito, senior research 
specialist. During that time, officials reported 
53 barrier impacts with 21 potential vehicle 
crossovers failing to enter opposing traffic 
lanes. Only three vehicles went through the 
cable barrier system, Sposito reported. 

Before installation of the barrier, from 1987 
through 1996, there were six fatalities and 14 
injuries from median crashes on that stretch of 
freeway. Since installation, no fatalities have 
occurred. 

The number of injury crashes however, 
increased from 0.7 per year for the previous 10 
years to 3.8 per year for the study period. All 
the injuries reported for the study period were 
minor. 

“We speculate that vehicles that drove into 
the median prior to the barrier installation 
reentered the roadway without incident,” 
Sposito said. “Now that the cable system is 
there, vehicles are impacting it.” 

Installation costs for the cable system are 70 
percent less than concrete median barriers. 

(Continued on page 5 ) 


Newport crew helps feed 


Arctic Wolves 


icking up road kill is one of those 
“well somebody has to do it” jobs 
for ODOT maintenance crews. 

Each year, thousands of animals — 
from birds to bears — fall victim to the 
convergence of civilization and wildlife 
on state highways, leaving ODOT 
maintenance crews to deal with the 
results. Disposing of larger game — 
deer, elk, antelope and bear — usually 
means one or more maintenance 
workers going to the site, heaving the 
carcass into a dump truck and hauling it 
to the local garbage dump. 

But the Newport maintenance crew has found 
a way to turn one species’ ill fortune into 
another’s good fortune — and save time and 
money in the process. 

Now, when a call comes in about a dead deer 
or elk along the road, the crew calls the White 
Wolf Sanctuary in Tidewater. The sanctuary, 
tucked into the thickly forested hills outside 
Waldport, is currently home to seven Arctic 
wolves, listed as endangered in both the United 
States and Canada. 

You'd think that feeding a pack of wolves 
would be easy. Not so said Lois Tulleners, who 
runs the non-profit sanctuary. While starving 
wolves will gobble up almost anything, they 


| Plan presents intelligent 
barrier passes test trqnsportation solutions 


roven technologies will change the way 
Oregonians travel in the near future.” 

That’s a prediction from an Intelligent 
Transportation Systems Strategic Plan recently 
approved by the Transportation Commission. 
The plan outlines use of technology during the 
next 20 years to improve transportation system 
efficiency, convenience and safety. Dave Lutz, an 
economist with the Policy/Research Section, 
coordinated development of the plan. 

Based on use of ITS in other parts of the 
world, the plan forecasts that benefits might cut 
travel time by up to 48 percent, reduce vehicle 
stops by up to 35 percent, reduce accidents by 
up to 35 percent and cut vehicle emissions by up 
to 13 percent. 

The plan notes that several ITS applications 
already function in Oregon. Examples include 
ramp meters, variable message signs, centralized 
traffic signal control, remote weather stations, 
video cameras and incident response vehicles. 

To implement the plan, five regional traffic 
management centers would coordinate activities 
with other agencies in the region. They would 
be located in Portland, Salem, Medford, Bend 
and La Grande. The plan lists costs for each 
regional center through the 20-year period. 

Lutz noted that ITS benefits extend far 
beyond convenience for travelers. 

“Tt’s much more cost effective for 
transportation agencies than traditional ways of 
dealing with transportation problems, such as 
adding lanes,” Lutz said. 

“In Seattle, I-5 speeds have remained steady 
or increased up to 20 percent despite traffic 
growth in various segments ranging from 10 
percent to 100 percent,” Lutz said. “Weigh-in- 


normally hunt just certain types of game. That’s 
why the opportunity to feed them what is 
normally their natural prey is attractive to the 
sanctuary. 

“It’s a great deal for the wolves,” said Tulleners. 
“Deer meat is their preference. Feeding them deer 
or elk — their natural food — is so much 
healthier for them. The truth is, they don’t like 
beef.” 

Jerry Stokes, area coordinator for the Newport 
crew, said the arrangement with the sanctuary is a 
win-win situation for everyone involved. 

“If we had to make a special trip with two of 
our crew to pick it up, then have to pay a dump 
fee, it would cost about $60,” Stokes said. “It saves 


Partners vital to ITS plan 


ODOT would rely on many other public 
and private partners to implement the 
Intelligent Transportation Systems 
Strategic Plan, according to ODOT’s Dave 
Lutz. Examples of those partnerships 
include: 
> A communication network could be 
installed along highway right-of-way in 
_ coordination with telecommunication 
companies. The network might use 
fiber-optic cable. 
Public transit and commercial vehicles 
equipped with sensors could relay 
current traffic and weather information 
while traveling. 
Cellular telephone companies might 
develop a common cellular number to 
report incidents, such as 999. 
Cable television stations could establish 
separate channels for traffic 
information. 


motion technology, which is used in Oregon, 
allows trucks to bypass weigh stations.” 

ODOT can cope with increasing truck traffic 
without costly expansion of weigh stations and 
additional staff, he pointed out. 

Now that the plan has been approved by the 
Transportation Commission, initial work has 
begun with formation of an ITS Unit in the 
Traffic Management Section. (Written by Monte 
Turner, Transportation Development public 
information representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


Lois Tulleners and her Arctic Wolves. 


ODOT money and it’s putting a resource to 
use that would otherwise go to waste.” 

Tulleners said it normally costs about 
$200 a day to keep the wolves fed. 

“One deer will feed them for one to two days. 
Some weeks we pick up as many as four deer. 
Normally we get one or two a week.” 

Tulleners credits Stokes with working with the 
Oregon State Police and federal and state 
departments of fish and wildlife so the sanctuary 
could start picking up the carcasses from 
stockpile sites If the sanctuary is closer than a 
stockpile site, Stokes delivers the carcasses to the 
sanctuary. 

“Jerry’s our hero,” she said. And it seems her 
wolves know who their friends are. 

“They even howl for him now when they see 
his truck” (Written by Dave Davis, Region 2 public 
information representative, 503/986-5845.) W 


Rose-Lane represents Oregon at inspector’s competition 


FE or Angela Rose-Lane, ODOT’s 
representative to the Challenge 98 Truck 
Inspector’s Competition, the experience was a time 
for laughter, professional growth, and intense 
competition, punctuated by some embarrassing 
moments. 

Her first incident happened at the Los Angeles 
airport while she and Ron Cordova from the 
Challenge ’98 staff waited for her luggage. Placing 
her laptop computer on the floor, she and Cordova 
waited. 

“Thad the computer guarded on the floor 
between my feet and reached forward to grab a 
piece of luggage when somebody grabbed the 
laptop. I spun around, grabbed the bag, wrestled, 
kicked, screamed at the guy, made a huge scene, 
and then Ron said ‘Angela, Angela, it’s OK, he’s 
with us, he’s just helping you with your bags!’ I was 
so embarrassed.” 


lyde Anderson is 

currently 
spending much of his 
time under Roseburg 
area highways, 
tromping through 
brush to culverts 
most of us never lay 
eyes on and never 
even realize we're 
driving over. 

As a project 
inspector for the 
Roseburg Project 
Manager’s office, 
Anderson is working 
on an $80,000 culvert 
retrofitting project. 
The project meets 
Oregon Plan fish 
restoration goals, and 
includes ODOT, 
Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Four reinforced box culverts and two arch 
pipe culverts in areas surrounding Roseburg 
will be retrofitted to improve and enhance fish 
passage. 

Each culvert is a different project requiring 
varying degrees of work. All the culverts will be 
fitted with devices that give fish a place to rest 
and deeper water to move through and past the 
structures. These include concrete weirs, plastic 
baffles, and fish rocks, many of which were 
designed by Lance Clark, an ODOT hydraulics 
designer, with the help of other designers in 
the Hydraulics Unit. 

Work on some of the culverts includes 
removing existing concrete weirs and rock 
accumulations at culvert inlet sections, and 
constructing concrete outlet walls to channel 
fish. Four of the project sites will have loose 
riprap installed downstream from the culvert 


Rose-Lane quickly got down to the business of 
competing, taking fifth place overall in the 
competition and second place in the motor coach 
inspection category. 

Rose-Lane was impressed with the caliber of the 
competitors. 

“We had 58 inspectors from the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, American Samoa, Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands. Each person had won his or 
her state or provincial contest to get to this 
competition,’ Rose-Lane said. 

Rose-Lane also found opportunities for career 
growth. 

“We took classes, and networked with other 
states and provinces, which is helpful to me in my 
job. I took classes in motorcoach inspection, visited 
an intermodal container transfer facility at the Port 
of Long Beach, and learned about canine drug 
interdiction on commercial vehicles,” she said. 

The truck drivers from Oregon who were 


A new style of fish rock placed in Canyon Creek provides fish a resting 
place during their journey upstream. The fish rocks are part nature 
and part manmade. Blocks of concrete with rocks placed in the middle 
are anchored to the stream bed preventing the fish rocks from washing 
out during high water. The culvert project is south of Canyonville on 
Interstate 5. 


to help maintain desirable stream levels. 

Anderson said although the work on the 
project so far has been successful, it had some 
hurdles in the beginning. 

“Even so, a lot of interagency 
communication has transpired during the 
project to help insure the progress that’s been 
made so far,” he said. 

“The contractor, Laser Light Industries, Inc., 
has been great to work with,” Anderson said. 
“They’re very careful not stir up the water with 
silt and cement which plugs fish gills, and they 
use bales of hay to isolate sedimentation. 
They’re a group of very hard workers that will 
tackle things other contractors wouldn't 
touch.” 

ODEW and ODOT environmental and 
hydraulic groups will monitor improvements 
to the culverts. (Written by Meghan Dugan, 
Region 3 public information representative, 541/ 
957-3656.) W 


competing in the National Truck Driving 
Championship — held in conjunction with 
Challenge ’98 — came over numerous times to 
cheer Rose-Lane on. 

The embarrassing moments however, caught 
up with with Rose-Lane one more time. While 
inspecting beneath a vehicle, she encountered a 
low steering axle. She slid off the creeper — the 
small cart that inspectors move around on — and 
rolled it near her head. 

“We were on a slight incline, and when I 
reached for the creeper, much to my horror, it was 
headed northbound toward the 710 freeway at 
about 20 mph,” she said. “I thought, Tm just going 
to pretend that it’s not mine.” 

“Participating in the Challenge contest is a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience,” Rose-Lane said. “If 
anyone has the opportunity to participate, they 
should do it. The next Challenge will be held in 
Tampa, Florida.” W 


Trusted 
Carrier event 
honors motor 
carriers 


he first four motor carriers to 

earn Oregon’s new “Trusted Carrier” 
safety designation and license plates were 
acknowledged last month in a ceremony 
inaugurating the new plate and the 
“Trusted Carrier Partner” safety program. 

Companies receiving the new plate 

include: 


> Best Foods Baking Company 
(Orowheat) of Beaverton 


BiMart Corporation of Eugene 


Distribution Trucking Company 
(Fred Meyer Trucking) of Portland 


> Total Transfer of Woodburn 


“This plate is very special,” ODOT 
Director Grace Crunican said. “The only 
way a Carrier can get it is to participate in 
the ‘Green Light’ preclearance program, 
and to pass a comprehensive review of 
compliance with trucking industry 
standards, including a rigorous safety 
background check.” 

“Trusted Carrier Partners must have a 
high safety rating, no suspensions, a low 
rate of trucks being placed out of service 
for mechanical reasons, and no serious 
safety violations on record, Crunican 
said. 

Since starting the Trusted Carrier 
Partner program in July, more than 100 
motor carriers who participate in the 
Green Light Program have earned 
membership. (Written by Mac McGowan, 
Motor Carrier Transportation public 
information representative, 
503/986-3451.) W 


OCU 


King of the coast 
Curtis rebuilds 
ODOT and 
coasial 


community ties 


t’s a case of the north coast’s loss 

becoming the whole coast’s gain. 

Chuck Curtis, ODOT’s District 1 manager 
in Astoria since 1993, has been designated by 
Director Grace Crunican to work with coastal 
communities and set up the structure for 
implementing transportation activities on the 
entire Oregon coast until his retirement this 
coming February — and maybe even longer. 

“T see this as a great opportunity to do two 
things,” said Curtis. “First it gives Region 2 an 
opportunity to hire a new district manager and 
let me mentor them and help that transition. 
Second, it’s an opportunity to prioritize the 
department's efforts from a coastal 
perspective.” 


Short-term projects first 


Curtis said, “the director gave me one 
immediate assignment. We want to develop 
some ‘quick-hit’ projects that we can deliver in 
the short-term — two to three years. Our 
credibility with the communities along the 
coast is not as good as it could be. We need to 
find ways to quickly rebuild our relationships 
along the coast. So I’m casting about looking 
for small projects that will have an impact.” 

“The ones I'll look at,” he said, “will be 
those that have strong local support, that we 
can maybe do as a joint venture with a city or 


Chuck Curtis near Neahkahnie Mountain. 


county, and that the district has at least some 
resources available to do.” 

Curtis said one of his goals is to update the 
Oregon Coast Master Plan, adopted in 1995. 

“Except for the Oregon Coast Scenic Byway 
effort, it’s largely been gathering dust,” Curtis 
admitted. “But in the back of that plan is a series of 
matrices that list a whole bunch of projects with 
some identification as to how well they met the 
goals that were established in the master plan. I’ve 
asked our maintenance crews to go through those 
lists and look at the ones in their areas. I want to 
see if there are projects that are ‘doable’ in the 
short-term that, perhaps, they have almost — but 
not quite enough — resources to do.” 

Another major task will be to find ways to 
implement the U.S. 101 Corridor Master Plan. 

“A crucial piece of the master plan is public 
involvement,” said Curtis. “Both Regions 2 and 3 
have implemented advisory commissions on 
transportation — one in Salem and one in 
Medford — as a part of their commitment to 
involve the public in project selection and 
development. We already have a tremendous 
public involvement resource in the Coastal Policy 
and Advisory Committee on Transportation. The 
question is, should CPACT be the advisory 
commission on transportation for the whole coast? 
Or should we have one or more ACTS in addition 


to CPACT? That’s a tough question, and I'm 
going to be asking for help from CPACT, the 
coastal communities, Regions 2 and 3 and the 
districts in answering it.” 


Striping is a priority 


One area of focus will be the application of 
durable striping, which is more visible and 
lasts longer than conventional painted 
striping, to the entire length of U.S. 101. 

“Grace also has a goal of having the entire 
length of U.S. 101 restriped with durable 
striping by the end of next year,” said Curtis. 
“Now there are some areas where it might 
make sense to wait awhile to apply durable 
striping. These areas would be those where we 
know we're going to have a paving project 
within the next two years, or where unstable 
road conditions require us to fix the road 
every year. But with those exceptions, I think 
we can reach that goal.” 

Curtis added that one of the director’s 
expectations was that he would “basically be 
an irritating little pest. 

“What she meant by that,” he said, “was 
that if I found something that needed to be 
done and it needed some more resources, that 
I should come pester her about it. And I 


intend to do that.” (Written by Dave Davis, Region 2 
public information representative, 503/986-5845.) W 


Escapee causes shuffle 


DMV staff answer OWCC customer 
assistance phones during lockdown 


ODOT approves more 
cable median barrier 


(Continued from page 3) 


However, repair costs are much higher for 
the cable system, since damaged posts must 
be replaced and cables tightened after an 
impact. 

“But the savings from installation costs far 
outweigh repair costs, even projected over a 
30-year period,’ Sposito said. 

With initial positive results just before the 
study was concluded, the department 
authorized the installation of 12.5 miles of 
additional cable barrier between Salem and 
Wilsonville. 

The study recommends that the cable 
system should be considered in many other 
locations as well. 

“But cable systems should not be used on 
sharp curves, where curbs exist or where the 
barrier is likely to be hit frequently,” Sposito 
said. 

For more information, contact Sposito at 
503/986-2847. (Written by Monte Turner, 
Transportation Development Branch public 
information representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


hen convicted killer Tracey Lee Poirier 

escaped the Oregon Women’s 
Correctional Center in Salem on Aug. 28, she 
unwittingly affected service to DMV telephone 
customers. 

The morning of her escape, OWCC went into 
“lockdown,” confining all inmates to their cells. 
Unfortunately, that meant that the 40 inmates 
who make up the DMV customer assistance 
phone unit inside the prison couldn't get to work. 

There are actually two DMV customer 
assistance units — the one at OWCC and another 
made up of 35 regular employees in DMV 
headquarters. These two units answer more than 
1.2 million customer phone calls each year. 

The OWCC unit answers the phones for 30 
western Oregon DMV offices along the Interstate 
5 corridor. Combined, the two units answer as 
many as 6,400 phone calls a day — or about 700 
an hour. But with OWCC in lockdown, who was 
going to answer the phones normally answered 
by the 40 inmates? 

Mark Brown, customer assistance manager at 
DMV headquarters, sent a plea to all Salem-area 


DMV offices and units asking for help from 
employees for the day. 

DMV managers and supervisors rallied to the 
call and found five employees to answer phones, 
in addition to several customer assistance 
managers and assistants who also helped. And, 
although they were still many operators short, the 
substitute operators and the regular headquarters 
unit answered 5,367 calls that day, or about 600 
per hour. 

It’s not the first tme the OWCC unit has been 
affected by a lockdown, Brown said. Lockdowns 
have occurred with other escapes, including the 
infamous escape by convicted killer Dianne 
Downs. Another lockdown occurred in the 
winter of 1996 when severe flooding in Salem 
threatened the prison buildings. But lockdowns 
are still a rare occurrence that disrupts normal 
customer service. 

Brown says he is proud of the way DMV 
pulled together in this unusual situation. “They 
really went the extra distance in improving 


service to the customers even more than usual,” 
he added. VW 
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Appointments 


As of July. Provided by Recruitment Services. 


Virginia Alster, principal executive/manager F, 
Salem. 

Elizabeth Betts, associate transportation 
engineer, Portland. 

Ernest Brosig, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Salem. 

Duane Cannon, purchaser 2, Salem. 

Barbara Conway, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 

Rodney Davis, transportation engineer 1, 
Portland. 

Alta Dickinson, transportation services 
representative 1, Klamath Falls. 

Anthony Everetts, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Salem. 

Daniel Frazier, highway maintenance worker, 
Coos Bay. 

Dianne Gaub, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 


Terri Hargis, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Cynthia Harold, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Curtis Hartinger, governmental auditor 3, 
Salem. 

Edwin Hinman, purchaser 2, Salem. 

Darlene Hutchings, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Zion Jacobson, highway maintenance 
specialist, Spray. 

Andrew James, motor carrier enforcement 
officer 1, Cascade Locks. 

Teri Kloss, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Peter Mackwell, motor carrier enforcement 
officer 1, Cascade Locks. 

Leeurman Medlock, highway maintenance 
specialist, Salem. 

Max Mizejewski, planner 2, Roseburg. 

Maggie Muldrew, transportation services 
representative 2, Portland. 

Jerry Noble, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Salem. 

Lenora Ortiz, transportation services 
representative 1, Milton-Freewater. 

Daniel Palmer, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Salem. 


Vv 


Promotions 


As of July. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
Services. 


Brandi Briseno, data entry operator to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

John Brumbaugh, associate transportation 
engineer to transportation engineer 1, 
Portland. 

Robert Burns, grants/contracts coordinator to 
program technician 2, Salem. 

Tawny Clark, office specialist 1 to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

Dale Deatherage, principal executive/manager 
D to transportation engineer 3, Salem. 

Diane Dennis, purchaser 2 to program 
technician 2, Salem. 

Michael Dreyer, office specialist 1 to 
administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Allen Duren, principal executive/manager A to 
project coordinator, Salem. 

Connie Frisbee, office assistant 2 to office 
specialist 1, Salem. 

Lam Han, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Portland. 

Raphael Haou, engineering specialist 2 to 
associate transportation engineer, Portland. 

Trena Harustak, office specialist 1 to executive 
support specialist 1, Salem. 

Constance Hawes, administrative specialist 1 
to administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Rodney Johnston, highway maintenance 
specialist to administrative specialist 2, 
Salem. 

Dennis Jorgenson, information systems 
specialist 8 to principal executive/manager 
D, Salem. 


Af 


Obituaries 


Jerome Nolin, retired District 2C permit 
specialist, died Aug. 21. He was 71. 

Luis Rodea, project manager in Corvallis, died 
Aug. 16. He was 44. 


Terry Lorance, grants/contracts coordinator to 
project coordinator, Salem. 

John Loss, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor to highway maintenance 
supervisor 2, Portland. 

Jason Lulay, program technician 1 to 
information systems specialist 3, Salem. 

Brenda Martin, transportation services 
representative 1 to transportation services 
office leader, Gladstone. 

James Mitchell, accounting technician 2 to 
accountant 1, Salem. 

Scott Nelson, transportation engineer 2 to 
transportation engineer 3, Salem. 

Kevin Peterson, engineering specialist 3 to 
associate transportation engineer, Roseburg. 

Henry Ralph, highway maintenance specialist 
to highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Coquille. 

Angela Rose-Lane, motor carrier enforcement 
officer 2 to motor carrier specialist 1, 
Klamath Falls. 

Karen VanLuven, administrative specialist 1 to 
program technician 1, Salem. 


Edward Partridge Jr., highway maintenance 
specialist, Albany. 

Daniel Peterson, heavy equipment mechanic 2, 
La Grande. 

Rodger Poole, highway maintenance worker, 
The Dalles. 

Ksenia Samoilov, transportation services 
representative 1, Woodburn. 

Craig Senger, engineering specialist 1, 
Roseburg. 

Shannon Smith, transportation services 
representative 1, Salem. 

Steve Stone, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Lake of the Woods. 

Katrina Tillotson, support services supervisor 2, 
Salem. 

Patrick Utter, exploration specialist 1, Salem. 

Kimber Wingett, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Jenna Wright, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Lori Zollum-Boots, administrative specialist 2, 
Salem. 


Marsh to lead 
Finance and 
Administration 


D irector Grace Crunican recently 
appointed Mike Marsh as the new 
Deputy Director for Finance and 
Administration Operations. 

Crunican made the move after naming Cam 
Gilmour to the new Deputy for Statewide 
Project Delivery position. 

Marsh will oversee acquisition of 
maintenance and construction equipment, 
personnel services, information technology, 
and finance functions. 

“Mike has spent 20 years at the Department 
of Administrative Services overseeing 
statewide budgeting processes as well as 
statewide personnel and facilities management 
programs. Mike now brings that expertise to 
ODOT, where he will focus on continuing 
ODOT’s successful management practices and 
implementing the improvements suggested in 
recent audits,” said Crunican. 

Marsh earned a bachelor’s degree in history 
and political science from the University of 
Oregon in 1973, and a master’s degree from 
the Willamette University School of 
Management in 1979. W 


Gilmour to manage ODOT project 
delivery process for construction 


udit results and a management review led 

Director Grace Crunican to appoint Cam 
Gilmour to a new position as Deputy for 
Statewide Project Delivery. 

Gilmour will oversee the project delivery 
process used on all construction projects from 
design to completion. 

Gilmour will be responsible for improvements 
to project delivery and ensuring consistency. He 
also will help define the roles, responsibilities, and 
authority of staff, as well as improve procedures 
and tools for project management. 

“T look forward to continuing ODOT’s many 


proven project delivery practices and providing 
the oversight we know is needed in the project 
delivery program,” said Gilmour. 

“Cam brings 26 years of experience at ODOT 
to the table. His corporate knowledge, reputation 
and management skills are a valuable asset that 
will benefit the public in his new role,” said 
Crunican. 

Gilmour earned a bachelor’s degree in 
agricultural economics from Oregon State 
University in 1971, and a master’s degree in 
resource economics from the University of Idaho 
in 1972. W 


Sa award 


As of September. Information provided by 

Recruitment and Support Services. Daniel Bissell, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 
Timothy Burks, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 
David Campbell, associate transportation 


Linda Drake, right-of-way agent 1, Bend. _ engineer, Beaverton. 

Eberhard Engelmann, principal executive/ Richard Carstens, epee Salem. 
manager EF, Salem. Donald Clark, associate transportation engineer, 

Mark Ford, principal executive/manager F, Salem. Salem. ‘ : 

Donna Kilber, principal executive/manager D, Lucien Darensburg, transportation engineer 1, 
Salem. Salem. 


Irving Patton, trades/maintenance coordinator, Mark F Eccl highway maintenance assistant 
Salem supervisor, Salem. 


Raydel Killgore, engineering specialist 3, Portland. 


Bernadette Trefethen, transportation services Same 
Ronald Snell, principal executive/manager D, 


representative 2, Salem. 


: Bend. 
Se ee ee ee James Walz, information systems specialist 6, 
Salem. 

Glen Ebsen, public service representative 4, 

Ashland. 
Christopher Fogus, railroad specialist 2, Salem. Gary Bellamy, public service representative 3, Members of the Salem-area DMV softball 
Joseph Kelly, highway maintenance specialist, Salem. team “Who Cares” toss their gloves in the air 

Ashland. Helen Clark, transportation services office leader, after winning the 1998 State Agency Co-ed 


Jeff Norman, highway maintenance specialist, 
Salem. 

Jean Schmidt, information systems specialist 4, 
Salem. 


Spence named 
interim Aeronautics 
manager 


pe Spence rejoined ODOT this month 
as the interim manager of the 
Aeronautics Section. 

Spence, who has tackled many high- 
level jobs at ODOT in a long and wide- 
ranging career in transportation, replaces 
Betsy Johnson, who resigned as 
Aeronautics Section manager effective 
Sept. 7. 

Among Spence’s first jobs with ODOT, 
from 1969 to 1973, included his work as 
the transportation plan coordinator in the 
director’s office, which led to the 
integration of the Aeronautics, Public 
Transit, Highway, Ports and Motor Vehicles 
programs into ODOT. He also was 
responsible for development of the first 
Oregon Aviation System Plan. 

“Aviation users and ODOT are fortunate 
to have someone like Ted who can step in 
on short notice and give the public and our 
Aviation Advisory Committee the benefit 
of his broad experience,” said ODOT 
Director Grace Crunican. “At the same 
time, we are committed to finding a 
recognized expert in this field as our 
permanent manager and we have put our 
nation-wide search on a fast track. 
Aviation is an integral part of Oregon’s 
transportation network.” 

From September 1997 to February 1998, 
Spence returned to active employment 
from retirement, to serve as the interim 
manager of Region 1. 

Earlier responsibilities in ODOT 
included integrating plans and programs 
with regional transportation and 
comprehensive planning, assisting with the 
aviation system plan update and project 
programs as the plan and program 
manager in ODOT’s Portland Metro 
Region, a job he held from 1973 to 1992. 


Eugene. 

Timothy Dunn, information systems specialist 5, 
Salem. 

Anne Holder, program technician 2, Salem. 

Katherine Hughes, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Clayton Klein, hearings officer 2, Salem. 

Troy Lindley, highway maintenance specialist, 
Salem. 

Marshall Mack, highway maintenance specialist, 
Grants Pass. 

Kimberly McAllister, administrative specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Tishri Powers, transportation services 
representative 2, Salem. 

Lois Tindall, office specialist 2, Salem. 


etter 


Barbara Harris — Salem DMV, from Carol 
Miller, Salem. “I wanted to thank you for a 
comfortable learning experience.” 

Sean Cashman — Salem DMV, from Ethel 
Yergen, Newberg. “People like you add a lot 
to the public image of DMV.” 

Brad Gray — Salem DMV, from Leann Holt, 
Neahkahnie School. “Thank you again for 
your time and efforts to speak with our 
drivers’ education class. We are into the 
behind-the-wheel portion of the class and I 
can tell students were listening.” 

John Truly, Larry Woodworth, Lyle Lorentz, 
Brain Gerold and Leonard Prock — Motor 
Carrier Transportation, from Michael 
Meredith, Oregon Trucking Associations. 
“The more | have personal contact with 
your employees in the field, the more 
impressed I become with the Motor Carrier 
Branch. These gentlemen not only exhibited 
professional competence in their knowledge 
of vehicle inspections, but also were very 
courteous and respectful in their attitude 
toward are members. 

Tony Coleman and Loretta Kieffer — 
Portland, from John Vaaler, Oregon Chapter 
of the American Society of Certified 
Engineering Technicians, Portland. “Their 
(Tony and Loretta) presentation, “An 
Overview of Contract Documents,” at our 
annual meeting and conference was very 
professional.” 


Softball Tournament. This ts the fifth time in 
the past six years the team has taken the top 
honor. The team’s trophy is currently being 
displayed in the lobby of the DMV Head- 
quarters building in Salem. Team members 
include Cathy and Rick Barker; Wil and Lew 
Broadbent; Mike and Eric Bryant; Kristen 
Chorak; Dan, Tim, Danny and Ben Corgan; 
Gordon Cully; Therese Fennimore; Jason 
Hecke; Pamela Holland; Brent Morace; Doug 
and Jane Schoonmaker; Cindi Tuttle and 
Lana Tribbey. 


Peter Roberts — Valley River DMV, from Dee 
Tipping, Eugene. “Pete is a breath of fresh 
air in a public agency office. I was completed 
with my renewal, picture and all in less than 
ten minutes.” 

Gresham DMV — from Bobs Ford Parts, 
Portland. “This letter is long overdue — it is 
a much deserved letter of praise. Absolutely 
everyone there is always friendly, courteous 
and extremely helpful when we have 
questions or problems. On more than one 
occasion they have gone out of their way to 
offer suggestions or made sure our needs got 
special attention.” 

Steve Vitolo — Salem Dispatch, from Merlyn 
Talbot, Elkton. Mr. Talbot appreciated 
Steve’s sense of humor, great phone 
personality and understanding. 

Hermiston DMV — from Gregory Hurst. “I 
can honestly say that dealing with Patty and 
the other ladies in the office was a pleasure. I 
almost look forward to returning for my 
CDL. Thank you for staffing your office with 
such efficient and courteous people.” 

Debbie Edenfield — Newport DMV, from 
William Tally, Downey, Calif. “?’m sure that 
the directives of the DMV are courtesy and 
service with a smile, but when you 
encounter someone of Debbie’s caliber you 
must stop and recognize her with a thank 
you. I am sure that you have many hard 
working, conscientious people that you are 
proud of. I have just met another that you 
should put at the top of the list.” 


Combined planning meetings save staff ANd CITIZEN TIME (continued from page 2) 


Gassaway said that many staff members have 
worked recently to coordinate financial and statistical 
information among the Highway Plan, Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program and the 
department’s next two-year budget. 

“We are all working from the same base and going 
in the same direction,” she said. 


Transportation Plan review looks at progress 


The Oregon Transportation Plan deals with many 
of the same policy and funding issues as the Highway 
Plan, but includes other modes of transportation. 

The department developed the Oregon 


Transportation Plan in 1992. The OTP serves as the 
umbrella plan that sets broad policy and vision for 
the statewide multimodal transportation system for 
20 years. 

The current effort reviews progress toward the 20- 
year transportation goals listed in 1992. It also will 
recommend investment strategies based on limited 
funding. 

“In the past six years, growth has outpaced 
investment in our transportation system,” said Dinah 
Van Der Hyde, Transportation Plan manager. “For 
example, prior to 1992, the Legislature had been 
approving gas tax increases periodically. However, 


Rumble strips alert drowsy drivers 


alling asleep while 

driving is a 
leading cause of 
accidents on the 
nation’s highways. 
Drivers on Oregon’s 
rural interstate 
freeways however, 
now will hear a 
warning if they drift 
on to the shoulder of 
the freeway. The 
warning will come 
from a rumble strip. 

Rumble strips, 

one-half inch by 5- 
inch strips ground into the shoulders of 
highways, make a loud noise when driven on to 
alert drivers they are drifting off the road. The 
$1.5 million Rural Interstate Rumble Strip Project 
includes 250 miles of rumble strip on Interstate 5 
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Rumble strip grinding machine on I-84 east of Baker City. 


in addition to 11 
miles on Interstate 
82 and 360 miles on 
Interstate 84. 
Eventually all of 
Oregon’s rural 
interstate freeways, 
with the exception 
of bridges, on/off 
ramps, and 
shoulders of 3 feet 
or less, will have 
rumble strips 
installed. 

Other states 
report dramatic 
reductions in sleep-related accidents after the 
installation of rumble strips, including a 28 
percent reduction in New Jersey and a 72 percent 
reduction in New York. VW 
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there has been no increase since 1993.” 

At the same time, department responsibilities have 
broadened with new issues such as fish recovery and 
growth management, she said. 

“The combined meetings will save staff time and 
avoid numerous meetings in the same or nearby 
communities on these separate items,” said Pamela 
Rounsley, Public Involvement coordinator. “They also 
present an opportunity to explain how these elements 
relate to each other.” 

For specific dates and locations in your vicinity, 
check the public involvement calendar on the 
Intranet, contact your region public information 
representative or call 1-888-ASK-ODOT. 

Information about the Highway Plan is available 
on the Internet at http://www.odot.state.or.us/tdb/ 
planning/highway. (Written by Monte Turner, 
Transportation Development public information 
representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


/ Questions? 
Comments? 
Concerns? 


\— 


Call 1-888-ASK-ODOT 


(toll free: 1-888-275-6368) 
Online: 
http://www.odot.state.or.us 


